e Beacon

First United Methodist Church
Marion, NC

Keep Moving, Keep Making
Keep Ministering

Dear Friends of Marion FUMC,

A Special Session General Conference will convene later this month in St.

Louis and I’d like to ask you to be in prayer for the delegates who will be
attending. It begins Saturday 23" with 864 delegates from around the
globe for reviewing the ordination of homosexuals and conducting
marriages for same sex couples. Our current discipline does not permit
either practice.

Many United Methodist around the world have adopted a practice of
prayer for the delegates at 2:23 PM each day since the conference starts
2/23 this year. They will be faced with petitions to remove the restrictive
language that is in our discipline and they will also be faced with petitions
to retain and strengthen the enforcement of the restrictive language. They
do not have an easy task given the level of heart felt stance many hold on
the issue from both sides.

The delegates in the United Methodist church for annual conference,
jurisdictional conference, and general conference are half clergy and half
laity. Each annual conference is allotted a number of delegates based on
church membership numbers. The current distribution was based on 2012
Year End reports that were submitted by every United Methodist church
to their annual conference. Then in 2015 delegates were elected to attend
the 2016 General Conference in Portland Oregon. (We only have General
Conference every four years unless a Special Session is convened.) For
the most part, the same delegates elected to the 2016 General Conference
will be attending the Special Session in St. Louis.

Their deliberations and discussions on the petitions before them will have
consequence and shape our denomination for years to come.
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I don’t have the luxury of being right all
the time, but I do pray they get it right.
No matter what they decide there will
be some happy with the decision and
there will be some who are very
disappointed. It will take some time to
digest those consequences after the
Special Session concludes. If nothing is
decided then the current language of the
discipline continues to be in affect. We
have put together a list of resources to
help you keep track of the deliberations.
The list are located in the church
hallway outside the office if you want
to know more.

Grace and Peace,

Pastor Warren



Acolytes

Feb. 3 McKinna Young, Jack Bryan

Feb. 10 Zeb and LuLu Kincaid

Feb. 17 McKinna Young, Tessa Ross

Feb. 24 Anna Miller, Clara McCartha

Children’s Church

Feb. 3 Jerri Young

Feb. 10 Ashley McCartha

Feb. 17 Angela Bryan

Feb. 24 Ginny Rhodes

Sunday School

Pre-school Amy Moomaw

Pre-teens/Elementary Dina Stainbrook

Youth Jerri Young

Ushers

Feb. 3

Feb. 10 Adam Miller, Jack Bryan
Daniel Young, Sam Owens

Feb. 17

Lector

Feb. 3 Kathy Benedict

Feb. 10 Eavan Smith

Feb. 17 Tom Atkinson

Feb. 24 Linda Davidson

Sound Chris Goudreau

Coffee Clean-up Open Book Class

Monday Counting Teams

Feb. 4 Norman Guthrie,

Kathy Atkinson
Feb. 11 Linda Davidson, Ann Arney
Feb. 18 Jimmy Blanton, Danny Cook
Feb. 25 Cathy Cook, Ruth Sander
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February Calendar

Fri.,, Feb.1  10:00 am-Quilted Hugs
Sun., Feb. 3  Souper Bowl Sunday
Mon., Feb. 4 6:00 pm-ECEC Board Meeting
Wed., Feb. 6 8:00 am-Men’s Bible Study
5:30 pm-Wonderful Wed. Meal
6:00 pm-Adult Study
Kids JAM
Hand Bell Choir
7:00 pm-Psalter Choir
Thurs. Feb. 7 10:00 am-Ladies Bible Study
Sun., Feb. 10 8:00 am-Methodist Men Breakfast
Meeting
12:00 pm-Hook & Anchor Lunch
Tues., Feb. 12 6:30 pm-Prayer & Evangelism
Meeting
Wed., Feb. 13 8:00 am-Men’s Bible Study
9:00 am-Coffee Club
10:00 am-Morning Circle
5:30 pm-Wonderful Wed. Schedule
Thurs., Feb. 14 10:00 am-Ladies Bible Study
Sun., Feb. 17 UMW Sunday
Mon., Feb. 18 6:00 pm-Trustees Meeting
7:15-Finance Meeting
Wed., Feb. 20 8:00 am-Men’s Bible Study
5:30 pm-Wonderful Wed. Schedule
Thurs., Feb. 21 10:00 am-Ladies Bible Study
Sun., Feb. 24 6:00 pm-Community Worship
Service-Concord UMC
Pastor Warren, speaker
Mon., Feb. 25  6:00 pm-Church Council Meeting

7:00 pm Psalter Choir Practice

:' Wonderful Wednesday Schedule .:
: 5:30 pm Wed. Night Meal :
. 6:00 pm Adult Bible Study .
. Kids JAM .
. Hand Bell Choir .




" Youth and
“’”‘%‘“ Children’s News

Wednesdays Wonderful Wednesday
6:00pm-7:00 Meals: at 5:30pm.
Kids JAM (Jesus & Music) = The cost is $5.00 for ages 5
L — ~N Ages 312 & up.
‘! ! Pre-Teen Puppets (Seasonal Please sign up by Tuesday
0NN Handbells (Seasonal) co?r%ramggtlfo%nbtggr q
Fr ie”‘{" in Faith Grades 3rc-6th outside the Sanctuary.
Meals are catered from
Follow us on facebook! various restaurants.

Friends in Faith of First
United Methodist Church

Sundays
9:45-10:45
Sunday School
Ages 7- 18 »
“KI'DS I N ACTI O ‘h'

Sunday Scht}o[ Adult classes are avallable for parents FE
during these times.

Announcements! \

Feb. 3rd- Souper Bowl Sunday
Youth council meeting after church in the library
Feb. 10th-Scout Sunday & Chil dren’s
church in the library

1 Friday Feb. 22nd- Youth Lock In 7:00pm-... Br i ng sl ee
and snacks!
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Memorials

In Memory of
Joe Bagwell Walt and Tabitha Bagwell
Beverly Atkinson Dickerson Fred and Mary Dodge
Bill and Michelle Fowler
Bill and Beth Ross
Ann Arney
Cathy and Danny Cook

The Mayme Tainter Circle wiVioregdayi-eb. 11 aht@OParlor. :
Kathy Rabb and Missy Vaughn are the hostesses.
The Morning Circle will Weetnesday, Feb. 13.dtin@z0Davidson is the hos

The Flower Calendar for

is up in the Narthex now.
Remember or honor someone
R special in your life.

: Altar = Flowers Sign up for

.;

Turn
Dollars
into
Soup!

February 3rd is Souper Bowl Sunday!
After the service, our youth will be holding soup pots at the exits.
All donations will go toward our Make An Impact Project
at Marion Elementary School.

ake /AR HM[@@@@

We are in need of the following items for
our Make An Impact Ministry:

(‘)# Individual fruit cups e
Snack crackers v
Breakfast and granola bars

Thanks for all your support in this ministry!
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