
IN THIS ISSUE 

 

February 

 2017 

the  Beacon 
 

First United Methodist Church 
Marion, NC  

 

Seeking to be a Lighthouse guiding 
people in Worship, Discipleship, 

and Christian Service. 

A Word from Pastor Warren Page 1 
Members in Action  Page 2 
February Calendar  Page 2 
Children and Youth  Page 3 
Memorials   Page 4 
February Birthdays  Page 5 

Dear Friends of Marion First UMC, 

Since its February how about a few ruminations regarding 
love?  Here it goes. 

A woman woke up one morning, turned to her husband and said, 
“Honey, I just had a dream that you bought me a new gold 
necklace. What do you think it means?” 

He answered, “I don’t know, but Valentine’s Day is coming soon. 
Then you’ll know.” 

A few nights later, she again woke up after having a dream. She 
said, “This time, I dreamed you gave me a pearl necklace. What do 
you think it means?” 

“You’ll know on Valentines’ Day,” he replied. 

The morning of Valentine’s Day, she again woke up telling him 
about her dream: “This time I dreamed that you brought me a 
diamond necklace. What do you think it means?” 

“Honey, be patient,” he said. “You’ll know tonight.” 

That evening, the husband came home with a package and gave it to 
his wife. Delighted, she opened it–and found a book titled The 
Meaning of Dreams. 

Drum roll please.  Ok so what is the best expression or 
manifestation of love? It depends, I think on whether love is a noun 
or a verb.  Is it a thing or an action?  Is it a good object to possess,  
or is it positively working toward a good objective? 

 

The older I get the more it seems the 
latter; the more it seems true love is a 
verb that can’t be just a mere verbal 
expression.  As Christians, we look to 
Christ for the best expressions of 
love.  In him we find the love gift of 
the Father to humanity.  In him we 
find compassion for the weak and 
lost.  In him we find the love that 
sacrifices everything so that we may 
have everything. In him we find the 
love that we too may share with the 
unlovable.  

Share some love this month and have 
a 'Happy Valentines' this year! 

Grace and peace, 

Pastor Warren 
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Wonderful Wednesday Schedule 
 

5:30 pm Wed. Night Meal 
 6:00 pm  Adult Bible Study 

             Friends in Faith 
            Puppet Ministry 

       7:00 pm         Psalter Choir Practice 

Wed, Feb. 1  8:00 am-Men’s Bible Study 
   5:30 pm-Wonderful Wed. Meal 
   6:00 pm-Adult Study  
       Friends in Faith 
   7:00 pm-Psalter Choir 
Thurs. Feb. 2  6:00 pm-Hand Bell Choir 
Fri., Feb. 3  10:00 am-Quilted Hugs 
Sun., Feb. 5  12:00 pm-Children’s Council 
   Meeting-Library 
Wed., Feb. 8  8:00 am-Men’s Bible Study 
   9:00 am-Coffee Club 
   10:00 am-Morning Circle 
   5:30 pm-Wonderful Wed. Meal 
   6:00 pm-Friends in Faith 
       Adult Study 
   7:00 pm-Psalter Choir 
Thurs., Feb. 9  6:00 pm-Hand Bell Choir 
Sun., Feb. 12  8:00 am-UMM Breakfast Meeting 
   9:15 am-Youth Breakfast Bunch 
   11:00 am-Boy Scout Sunday 
   12:00 pm-Choir lunch and 
   Cantata Practice 
Mon., Feb. 13   7:00 pm-Mayme Tainter Circle 
Tues., Feb. 14  6:30 pm-Prayer & Evangelism 
   Committee Meeting 
Wed., Feb. 15  8:00 am-Men’s Bible Study 
   5:30 pm-Wonderful Wed. Meal 
   6:00 pm-Friends in Faith 
       Adult Study 
   7:00 pm-Psalter Choir 
Thurs., Feb. 16 6:00 pm-Hand Bell Choir 
Fri., Feb. 17  6:45 pm-Movie Night 
Sun., Feb. 19  11:00 am-UMW Sunday 
   12:00 pm-Choir lunch and Cantata 
    Practice 
Mon., Feb. 20  6:00 pm-ECEC Board Meeting 
   6:00 pm-Trustees Meeting 
   7:00 pm-Finance Meeting 
Wed., Feb. 22  8:00 am-Men’s Bible Study 
   9:00 am-Coffee Club 
   5:30 pm-Wonderful Wed. Schedule 
Thurs. Feb. 23  6:00 pm-Hand Bell Choir 
Sun., Feb. 26  12:00 pm-Choir lunch and Cantata 
   Practice 
   12:00 pm-Youth Spaghetti 
    Fundraiser 
Mon., Feb. 27  6:00 pm-Church Council 
Tues., Feb. 28  6:00 pm-Shrove Tuesday  
   Pancake Supper 
 

Acolytes 
February 5  Ben Kagan 
February 12  Adam Miller 
February 19  McKinna Young 
February 26  Jack Bryan 
 

Crucifer 
February 5  Roger Moomaw 
February 12  Thomas Moomaw 
February 19  Crystal Atkins 
February 26  Cassandra Kagan 
 

Children's’ Church 
Feb.  5   Dina Stainbrook 
Feb. 12  Angela Bryan 
Feb. 19  Ginny Rhodes 
Feb. 26  Jessica Ross 
 

Sunday School 
Elementary  Beth Ross 
Youth   Jerri Young 
 

Lector 
Feb. 5   Kathy Benedict 
Feb. 12  Eavan Smith 
Feb. 19  Linda Davidson 
Feb. 26  Tom Atkinson 
 

Ushers 
Feb. 5   Kathy and Mike Rabb 
   Angie Hines, Brian Benedict 
Feb. 12  Hayden Vaughn 
   Sam Owens 
   Olivia Bell 
   Tyler Young 
Feb. 19   
 
 
Feb. 26  Mike and Gail Sewell 
   Rick and Brenda Salsman 
 
Monday Counters 
Feb. 6   Norman Guthrie, Fred Dodge 
Feb. 13  Linda Davidson, Ann Arney 
Feb. 20  Jimmy Blanton, Danny Cook 
Feb. 27  Cathy Cook, Ruth Sander 
   



 

Kids  
 

 

& Youth  

Friends in Faith  
 

continues on Wednesday Nights 
 

from 6-7 pm 
 

for kids of all ages! 
 
 

 

 

 

Youth will be meeting  
 

Sunday Morning, Feb. 12 

For breakfast in the Youth Room 
At 9:15 am 

 

Make a note that we will meet every 2nd Sunday of 
each month for breakfast….come join us! 

 

 
Lend us your tired, your cranky, and your 

rambunctious preschoolers! 
 

 
 
 

        òKids in Actionó 
 

Children ages 3-6 will experience an interactive  
fun-filled curriculum 
on Sunday mornings 

at 
9:45 in the Fellowship Hall 

 
 

Youth Silent Auction  
 

Our Youth Silent Auction started early this 
year….We are in the process of taking items 

right now!And our auction will end on 
Sunday, March 26 

So please be thinking about things you can 
donate for the auction, such as small pieces 

of furniture, musical instruments, baked 
goods, gift certificates for homemade 
meals….the possibilities are endless! 

  What? Spaghetti Dinner 

  Who? Our Youth 

  When? February 26 

  Why? Fundraiser  

  for Missions 
 

Come one, Come all! 
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Memorials 

2017 Flower Calendar  
 

A new flower calendar is up in the Narthex. If you would 

like to honor or remember a loved one with altar flowers, 

Please sign your name on the date or dates you would like 

and indicate who you would like to honor or remember. 

 

 
 

   Dear Congregation, 

With Love, 
Chris Simolke 

This year’s response to the angel tree was terrific, as always. Every year for the past ten years, you have made our 
giving to Project Christmas children and nursing home residents a complete success! Our angel tree in the 
Narthex always holds 40 angels (disadvantaged children from Project Christmas) and 20 hearts (local nursing 
home patients with little or no chance of receiving a Christmas gift). Members of our kind congregation have 
taken an angel or heart and left our tree bare and our Narthex filled with gifts each and every one of these years. I 
have worked with Project Christmas for many years, and we are one of the few, if not the only location who does 
not have a single angel left on the tree when it’s time for the gifts to be picked up (or taken to the Rec Center this 
year and many years by Fred Dodge and Norman Guthrie).  

It makes me very proud and thankful to be a part of such a thoughtful and giving congregation.  

I hope you will have a great new year and know that your giving is much appreciated! 

    In Memory of 
   Bill Fowler, Sr. by Mary and Fred Dodge 
   Sylvia Lee  by Phillip and Kay Tate 
      by Mary and Fred Dodge 
   Rick Williams  by Mike and Kathy Rabb 

    In Honor of 
   The Church Staff by United Methodist Women 

United Methodist 

Women  
 

The Morning Circle will 
meet on Wednesday, Feb. 8 

At 10:00 am 
in the Church Parlor. 

 

The Mayme Tainter Circle 
will meet on Monday,  

Feb. 13 at 7:00 pm in the 
Church Parlor. 

 

United Methodist Women 
Sunday will be  

February 19, 2017. 



 

March Birthdays 

 

February Birthdays 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Lighthouse guiding people in Worship, Spiritual Growth, and Service. 

 

First United Methodist Church 
176 Robert St. 
Marion, NC 28752 
828-652-7010 
marionfumc.com 

Feb. 1  Bucky Reep 
Feb. 2  Tyler Young 
Feb. 3  Lauren Hallyburton 
Feb. 4  Fred Dodge 
Feb. 5  Danielle Bonilla 
  Madison Drum 
Feb. 8  Olivia Bryan 
Feb. 9  Todd Buckner 
  Jim Segars 
Feb. 13 Larry Hollifield 
Feb. 14 Darwin Neubauer 
 

Feb. 16 Jane Brown 
Feb. 17 Jane Kelly 
Feb. 18 Chandler Bell 
  Chuck Smith 
Feb. 19 Rachel Carnes 
  Margaret Lewis 
  Michael Simolke 
Feb. 24 Larry Evans 
Feb. 25 Bill Fowler 
Feb. 28 David Grissler 


